Background and aims: Mannose binding protein (MBP) is a calcium-dependent serum protein playing role in the innate immune response by activating the lectin pathway of the complement system or acting directly as an opsonin. According to recent studies, MBP was found to aggravate reperfusion injury, while the lectin pathway of complement activation in general increases injury after intestinal ischemia. This study aimed to determine cord blood MBP concentrations in intrauterine-growth-restricted (IUGR) pregnancies, (characterized by placental ischemia, activation of the innate immune system and increased risk for necrotizing enterocolitis) and appropriate-for-gestational-age (AGA) pregnancies. Furthermore to investigate possible correlations of MBP concentrations with several demographic parameters of infants at birth.
